The transitioning of general radiography to a digital format must be viewed as a process as opposed to the use of a single technology. This process entails bringing digital competencies to image acquisition, processing, presentation and management of general radiography studies. Accordingly, an appropriate term for this process is computerized radiography or Computed Radiography.
The properties, capabilities and limitations of the current and emerging technologies determine how they can be applied to the required competencies. A comparative assessment of workflow efficiencies relative to the cost per room of each technology further determines how these technologies can be employed. These capabilities and assessment allow a mid and long term forecast of the appropriate technology for general radiography in single room, portable, low volume and total department applications.
Current and emerging technologies will enable the digitization of the majority of the radiology practice. The data volume generated by these modalities will comprise as much as 80% of all digital radiographic imaging data and once deployed and accepted in daily use, will enable radiology to become a fully digital process.
